Polycythemia vera with myelofibrosis and myeloid metaplasia. Acute hepatic failure following splenectomy.
Myelofibrosis with myeloid metaplasia developed during the course of polycythemia vera in a middle-aged man. Severe megakaryocytopenia and thrombocytopenia were early features of this illness and were unresponsive to splenectomy. After splenectomy, hepatic enlargement and acute hepatic failure developed. Extensive extramedullary hematopoiesis dilating hepatic sinusoids and compressing liver cells was the major pathologic finding in the liver. The mechanism of hepatic failure in this disorder is uncertain.